for a year and a half.  After that stint he worked as a mine
superintendent and foreman for Western Associated Coal Company,

On October 1, 1982 he was hired by Western Fuels-Utah
("Western"), as a mine superintendent/foreman for their coal mine
in Rangely, Colorado.  He was fired by Western on January 30,
1985 (Tr. 9, 16-18, 117).

At his initial job interview with Western he learned the
company was hiring an underground mine superintendent as well as
maintenance and surface superintendents.  Gabossi was to have
control of all underground operations.  During Beetle's term as
mine manager he did not have total control but he coordinated
activities.  At that time Gordon Burnett was the maintenance
superintendent and John Trygstad was the surface superintendent.

After he started at Western certain personnel changes
occurred.  Raja Upadhyay replaced John Bootle as the mine manager,
Gabossi had also applied for the position.  After being appointed
Upadhyay requested assistance and Gabossi helped him.  Burnett
never went underground.  Art Cardova, Gabossi's choice to be
maintenance foreman, was hired.  In June 1984, Burnett was
replaced by A.B. Beasley (Tr. 19).  Although Gabossi and Burnett
had their "ups and downs", Gabossi and Beasley could not get
along.  Beasley would not coordinate any underground maintenance
activities with him.  Changes were made underground without
informing him.  This caused friction and Gabossi continually
talked to Upadhyay about it (Tr. 20, 118-121, 155-157, 179).

Shortly after Upadhyay started things became very
disorganized; major unauthorized ventilation changes were made
underground.  In June, July and August, 1983 maintenance workers
shut fans off while workers were underground; they failed to
notify anyone.  A methane buildup can occur in these circum-
stances (Tr. 21, 123, 132, 133, 180).

Gabossi told Upadhyay that maintenance should notify him and
coordinate any changes so people wouldn't be hurt.  Upadhyay said
maintenance wasn't Gabossi's business; he wasn't to bother with
it (Tr. 22).

Gabossi was vaguely familiar with Upadhyay's memorandum of
June 1983, which discussed the separation of powers between
department heads (Tr. 149, 150, 153, Ex. Rl).  On February 14,
1984 Upadhyay informed Gabossi that there was a definite sepa-
ration between the departments (Tr. 149-152).

In October 1984 Gabossi was told he would have a breakdown
mechanic on each production shift.  But maintenance at the face
would be under Beasley (Tr. 23).  As mine foreman and superinten-
dent Gabossi felt it was his responsibility to know who is under-
ground and where they are located.  This is especially necessary
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